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PR EFAC E

.% ARON MUNNIKHOU-
SON or MUNCHAU-
‘SEN of Bodenweder, near
Hameln on the Wefer, belongs
to the noble famﬂy of that
name, which oave to the king’s

German  dominions the late
prime minifter, and feveral
ather public characers, equally
right and’ uftrious. He is
- aman
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a man of great original hu-
mour ; and having found that
préjudi-c_ed’ minds cannot be
reafoned intoc common f{enfe,
- and that bold affertors are very
apt to bully and {peak their
audience out of it; he never
argues w1th “either .of them,
but adrmtly turns the conver-
{ation upon indifferent topicks,
and then tells a ﬂory of his
travels, campalgns and fport—
_:-1110' adventures, .1n a manner
peculiar to himfelf, and well
calculated to awakenand fhame

the
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the common {enfe of thofe
who have loft fight of it by
prejudice or habit.

As this method has been
often attended with good fue-
cefs, we beg leave to lay fome
of his ftories before the Public,
and humbly réque;{’c thofe who
fhall find them rather extra-
vagant and bordering upon the
marvellous, which will re-
guire but a very moderate
thare of common fenfe, to ex-
ercife the fame upen every

occurrcnce
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occurrence of life, and’ chiefly:
upon our Englith politicks, in
which old habits and bold affer
tions, et off by eloquent [peeches,
and {fupported by' conflitutional
mobs, alfociations, wvolunteers,
and foreign influence, have of
late, we appprehend, but teo
fﬁcceféfu]]y turned our brains,
and made us the laughing-
ftock of Europe, and of France,
and Holland in particular.

BARON



BARON MUNCHAUSEN"s

NARRATIVE, &c.

W Set off from home on my jour-
2 ney to Rufha, in the midft of
winter, from a juft notion that
froft and fnow muft of courfe mend
the roads, which every traveller
‘had defciibed, as uncommonly bad
B .. through
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through the northern parts of Ger-
many, .Poland, Courland, and Li-
vonia. I wenton horfeback, which,
provided mare and rider are in order,
isthe moft convenient manner of
travelling. I was but lightly -
cloathed, qf this, I felt the incon-
venience, the more 1  advanced
north-eaft. What muft not a péot'
‘old myan have fuffered in that fevere
weather and climate, whom I faw
on a bleak common, in Poland,
lying on the road, helplefs, fhiver-
ing, and hardly baving wherewith-
all to cover his nakednefs. -

I pitied the poor foul. Though
I felt exceedingly cold myfelf, I
threw
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threw my mantle-over him and im-
mediately I.heard a voice from the
heavens, blefliig me for that piece -
of charity, {aying, '

¢ I'll be damned my fon if I do
“ not reward it in time.”

I went on: night and darknefs
overtock me. No village was to
be feen. The country was covered
with foow, and I was unacqugint.
ed with the roads.

Tired Ialighted at laft, and fafts
ened my horfe to fomething of a-.
pointed ftump, of a tree, which ap-
peared above the fnow. For the
fake of fafety I took my piftols un-

B2 - der
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der my arm, and lay down in the -
: ‘fnow, not far oﬂ where i ﬂept fo
foundry, that I dld not open my
eyes t‘lll 1t was full day light.

Great was my a(’:omfhment now, to. -
find myfelf in the rid(t of a vdlage,
lying in the church-yard. ‘Nor was
my horfe to be feen, but I heard
him f{oon after neigh, fomewhere
above me. On lookmg upwards I
beheld him tied and hanging to the
weather-cock of the {’ceeple Mat—
ters were now very plain to me:

"The village bad been covered with
fnow that night ; a fudden change
of weather had taken place 5 I"had
{funk dewn to the church -yard
Y\hllﬂ: 9ﬂeep, gcntly, and in the

fame
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fame proportion as the fnow had
melted away, and what in the dark
I had taken to be a ftump of a little
tree appearmg above the fnow, to
which I had tied my horfe, proved
to have been the crofs or weather-

cock of the ﬁq_eple.,

Without long confideration I took
one of my plf‘cols fhot off the halter,
brought down the horfe and pro-
ceeded on my journey.

He carried me well—yet advanc-
ing into Ruffia, where travelling on
horfeback 1s rather unfathionable
in winter, I fubmitted, as I alwa—ys
do, to the cuftom of the country,

B 3 took
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took aﬁng]e horfe ﬂedge, and drove
bnﬂ;ly on towaids St.: Peterfburgh |
I do not revaéﬂy recolle& whether
it was in Efthland or ]ugemdnland
but I remiember that in thé mid® 'of
a dreary. foreft, fomewhere there~
abouts, I fpied a terrible wolf ‘ma:
King after me;, with all the fgeed
of 1avenous winter I’J"ﬁn'ger.,-» He
foon ovértook me. = There was no
poflibility of efcap‘é. Mechanically
I laid myfelf down flat-in the fledge,
and let my horfe run for our fafety.
What I apprchended, and 'hardly
hoped or expe&éc’i'h‘appén’ed iinme-
Hi-ate]y after. The L\'Volf did mnot
mind me in the 'l'e'if{, but took a
leap over me, and falling furioufly

' on
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on' the horfe,  begun inftantly to
tear.and devour the hind part.of the:
p@ér a\nima],‘j\,v'hieh ran the fafter
for-his pain and terror. ‘Thus un<
noticed and fafe myfelf, I lifted my
head flily up, and with horror I be-
held that the wolf ate and broke
his way into the horfe’s body. It-
was not long before he had fairly
forced himfelf into it; then I toock
xzny advantage, fell upon him with
the but end of my whip. Thisun~
expeted attack in his rear frighten-
ed him much ; he leaped forward
with all his might; the horfe’s car-
eafe dropt to the ground ; but in his
place the wolf was in the harnefs,
and I, on my part whipping him

c-ohtinuall-y
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continually, we both arrived, in
full career, fdfé at-St. Peterfburgh,
Contrary to our 1efpe&1ve expelta~
tions, and very much to the afton-
1(hmcnt of the beholders.

T:'thall not tire my Readers
-with the politicks, arts, {ciences,
and hiftory of this magnificent me-
tropolis of Ruffia ; nor trouble the;m‘
with the various intrigues, and
pleafing adventures I had in the
politer circles of that country,
where the lady of the houfe always
receives the vifitor with a dram
and a falute. I fhall confine my-
felf rather to the greater and nobler
objedts
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o‘bje&s' :of their attention, to horfes
and do‘gs,k of wlnch I have alway&
been as fond as thev a'e, to foxes
wolves and bears, _ of whxch and
other oame Ruﬁa abounos moze,
thao any sther part of the world,
and to fuch fport, manly, exercifes,
and feats -of gallaﬁ(try andz a&thy
as make and thow t]he gentlcman,
better. than muf’cy Greek or Latm,'
or all the perfume, ﬁnery and ca-
pers of French w:ts ox haxr'dxeﬁexs.
_' It was fome time beforc I could
obtam my comm;fﬁon in the army,.
and for feveral months I was per-
fectly at ]lb(ilty to fport away my
tnnc and money in the moft Gen:
. tleman-like;
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tleman-like manner. ' You may

caflly imagine, that I {pent much,
of sboth, ‘out Tof" town, Wlth fuch
gallant - fallows; as knew ‘how to
make theimolt of an op»n umnclofcd
foreft country It is'a pleaﬁng
xemembrance, both for thc variety

AP

of -fport- it+afforded, and for Fh?. ,',
remarkable fuceefs T met w1th in
pux.ﬁut of the fame. A'

One mornmg I fow throu 7h the A
windows of miy ‘bed: room, thqt a
large: ,pond, -not far off, was, as it
were covered: with wild ducks. EI[n“\'
an inffagpt I took™® my gun frorn tbe
corner;-run down ftairs, and out in
ruch a. huuy, that 1mp1udent1y I

Sl o ﬁruck\.
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“ﬁruc'{ my fdce agamft the docn
pof’c Fxre, Ilght and fparks, flew
out of my eyes, | but it did:not pre-
vent my mtentton I foon came
Wxthm {hot when  leveling: my
plece, I obferved to.-my: forrow,
that even the flint had {prung from
the cock, by the violence -of' the
fhock I had juft received. There
was no time to be loft. I prefently
remembered the effe@t it had had
upon my eyes, therefore opened the
pan, leveled my piece  againft the
wild fOW]o, and my A againtt
one of my eyes - A ‘hearty ‘blow
drew fparks again, the fhot:went’
off, and I had five brace of ducks,
four w1dgeons and a couple of

teaISo



( 16 )

teals. Prefence of mind’is the foul
of manly exercifes. If {oldiers and
failors owe to it many of their lucky
efca_pes, hunters and fportfnﬁen are
not lefs beholden to it for many of
their fuccefles. In a noble foreft
party in Ruffia, I met a fine black
fox, whofe valuable fkin it would
have been a pity to ‘tear by ball or
fhot. . Reynard ftood clofe to a tree.
In a twinkling I took out my ball,
.and placed a good {pike nail in its
room, fired and hit him fo cleverly,
that I nailed his brufh falt to the
tree. I now went up to him, took
out my hanger, gave him a crofs
cut over_the face, laid hold of my
whip and fairly flogged him out of

his
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his ﬁnc {kin, a pleafure and wondet
to behold! |

Chance and good luck often cor-
reét our miftakes : of thlS Ihad a
ﬁngular mﬁancc foon after,, when
in the depth of a foreﬁ I faw a -
w1ld pig and fow running clofc
’bjc_:hvind each other. My.ball had
miffed them, yet the foremoft pig
only run away, and the fow ftood
motionlefs as fixed to the ground.
On .examining into the matter I
found the latter one to be an old
fow, blind with age, which had
taken hold of her pig’s tail, in order
to be led along by filial duty. My
ball having pafled between the two,

C ~ had



¢ 1% )

| had cut this Ieadmg ftring, of whxch
the old fow was ftill chewing the
remainder ; and as her former guide
did not draw her on any longer, the
had fltopt of courfe; I therefore
laid hold of the Temaining end of
the pig’s tail, and led the old beaft
home without any further trouble
on my part, and without any re-
lu@ance or apprehenfion on the part
of the helplefs old" animal.

Terrible thefe wild fows are,
but more fierce and dangerous are
“the boars, one of which I had once
the misfortune to meet in a foreft
unprepared for attack or defence.
I retlrcd behind an oak tree, juft

‘ when

-
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when- the furious animal levelled a
ﬁde cut at me, with fuch force,
that his tufks pxelced tbrough the
tree, by which means he could nei-
ther ‘repeat the blow or retire.—
Ho! ho! .thought I, I fhall foon
have you now——fure enough,

——and immediately I laid hold
of a2 ftone, wherewith I ham-
mered and bent his tufks in fuch a
manner that he could not retreat at
all, and muft wait my return from
the next village, whither I went for
ropes and a catt, to fecure him pro-
perly, and to carry him off fafe and
alive, which perfectly fucceeded.

C 2 . You
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~ Your have heard, I date fay, of |
the hunters aﬁd"'fportfman’s{‘"fdint
and prbte&‘br, ‘Saint - Hubert; and
of the noble ftag, which appeared
to him 1n the foreft, with the holy
crofs between his antles.” 1 have
paid my homages to. that faint every
year in good fellowfhip, ard
{een this ftag a thoufand times,
either painted in churches or em:
broidered in the ftars of his
knights; fo that upon honour' and

confcience of a good fportfman,m I
~ hardly know whether there may
not have been formerly, or whether
theré are not fuch croflfed ftags-even
at this prelent day. But let me ra-
ther tell what Iﬁrba\ré feen myfelf.

Having
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Having one day fpent all my fhot,
I found myfelf unexpecedly in pre~
fence ‘of a ftately {’cq.g, lobking at
.me fo unconcernedly, as if he had
known of my empty pouches. I
’charg.egi‘ immediately with powder,
and upon it a good handful of
cherries, of which I had partly
fucked the flefh as far as the hurry’
would permit. Thus I let fly at
him, and hit him Ju{t on the mid-
~dle of the forehead, between his.
antlers. It ftunned him—be ftag-
gered—yet he made off. A year or
two after [ was with a party in the
fame foreft——and behold a noble
ftag comes out with a fine full~
grown cherry-tree b¢tweeh his ant-

C 3 lers.
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lers. I rec’olle"é’c‘éd ‘my fo’rrh"el;' ad-
venture; looked upon him as my
property, and brought him to’ the
ground by one fhot, which at once
gave me the haunce and cherry-
fauce; for the tree was covered
with the richeft fruit, the like I
never had tafted before. Who -
knows but fome paffionate holy
fportfman, or fporting abbot or bi-
thip, 'may‘ have - thot, planted and
fixed the crofs between the antlers
of ‘Saint Hubért’s ftag in a manner
fimilar to this ? They always have
been and fhll are famous for plan-
tations of croflfes and antlers; -and,
in a cafe of diftrefs or dilemma,
'wh1ch too often happens to gallant

- {portimen,
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fportfmen, dne'is apt to grafp at any
thing for fifety, and to try any
expedient, rather-than mifs the fa-
vourable- - opportunity. I have
many times found myfelf: in that
trying fituation. .

What do you fay of this for ex=
ample ? Day-light and powder were
fpent one day in a Polith foreft.
When I was going home, a terrible
bear made up to me in great {peed,
with open mouth, ready to fall upon -
me, all my pockets were fearched
in an inftant for powder and bali,
but in vain—I found nothing but
two fpare flints; one I flung with
all my might into the monfter’s open
' : jaws,
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k.jaws, down his, throat. It gave
him pam, and made hlm turn about,
fo that~ I: could level the fecond at
hls back door, Wthh, mdeed I
did thh Wonderful fuccefs, for it
. flew in, met the firt fint in the
. ftomach, ftruck fire, and blew up
- the bear with a terrible explohon,
Though I came fafe off:that time,
~ yet I fhould not wifh to try it again,
or venture againfk bears with ne
other defence. |

There is a kind of fatahty in it.
'‘The fiercelt and moft dangerous
animals, generally come upon me
when deiencelefs, as if they had a
motion or forefight of it by way of

inftin&.
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inftin&. © Thus a frightful wolf
ruthed upon me o fuddenly, and fo.
clofe that I could do nothing but
follow ~miechanical inftin&, and
thruft my fiftinto his open mouth.
For fafety’s fake I puthed on, and on,
till my arm-was fairly in, up to the
thoulder. « ‘How fhould I difengage
myfelf ? " I was not much pleafed
with my aukward- fituation—=with -
a wolf facs to face—our ogling was
not of the moft pleafant kind. If
I withdrew my arm, then the ani- .
mal -would fly the more furioufly
upori me ; that, I faw in his flaming
eyes. In fhort; Tlaid hold of his .
intrails, turned him infide out Like

a gloves
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a glove, and flung him to the
ground, where I left him. 4

.......

have anfwered againft a mad dog, .
which foon after came running
againft me in a narrow fireet at St.
Peterfburgh. Run” who can, I
thought; and the better to run I
threw off m’y;'fur cloak, and was
fafe within doors in an .i'nﬁ;ant, I
fent my fervant for the cloak, and
he put it in the wardrobe with my
ether cloaths. The day after I was.
amazed and frightened by Jacks
bawling : ¢ For God’s fake, Sir,
your fur cloak is mad I” I haftened
~up to him, and found almofl all
1y

: The f:'zfne -exped'i@ﬁc w;’bul.d; not
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my cloaths toffed about and tornto
piec‘es; | ’];‘he‘ fellow was peffe&ly
right in his appl"_éhenﬁonfs" about:the
fur cloak’s madnefs: I faw him
myfelf juft then falling upon -a fin€
full-drefs . fuit, which he fhook and
toffed in an unmerciful mannér.

All thefe narrow and lucky ef-
capes, ‘Gentlemen, were chances
turned to advantage, by prefence of
mind an’div-ig‘o'ro'us exertions ; which
-aken together; as every body k-'uows;
makes the fortunate fpottfmari,‘fai-}
or and foldier; but he would -be
1 .very blameable and imprudent
."poftfman, admiral or general, who
would always depend upon chance

' and
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‘and'" ‘his “ftars, thhout troubling.
:I "lnmfelf about’ thofe arts which- are
itk x'r"’:p'lrtlcular purfults, and with-
‘f“""out provxdmg the" very beft’ Jmple-
’mcnts, wh1ch 1nfure fuccefs. ‘T was
ot blameable e1ther way ; for I
" have' ‘always been as remarkable for
the excellency of my horfes, dogs,
guns and fwords, as for the: proper
* mdnner “of ufing -and managing
- ~t_hern, {o that upon the whole I may
hope to'be remembered in.the foreft,
upon the tarf, and in.the field. I
~ thall not enter here into any detail
of my ftables, kennel, or armoury,
but a favourite dog of minq I cannot
help mentioning to you. It was a
: grey‘h‘o_und I never had or faw a
. _ better
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better one. He grew old in my fer-
vice, and was not remarkable for his
fize, but the rather for his uncom-
mon {wiftnefs. Talways courfed with
him“. Had you feen him, you mulft
have admired him, and would not
have wondered at my predilection,
and at my courfing him {o much. He
~ run fo faft, fo much, and folongin
" my fervice, that he actually run off
his legs, fo that in the latter part of
his life, I was under the neceffity
of working and ufing him only as'a
terrier, in which quality - he ftill
ferved me many years. |

Whilft a greyhound—T muft ob~
ferve fhe was a bitch—She courfed

one day a hare, which appeared to
D me
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me uncommonly big.- T pitied my
poor bitch, fhe was: big with pups,
yet the would courfe as.faft as ever.
I. could follow her on horfeback
only at a great diftance: At once
I heard a cry as it were ofapac"k of
hounds —but fo weak -and faint;
that I hardly knew what to make
of it. Coming ‘up at laft, I was
greatly furprifed. The hare had
littered in running ; the fame had
happened to my bitch in courﬁng——;
and there were juft as many leverets
as pups. By inftiné the former
run, the latter courfed, and thus, I
found myfelf in pofleflion at once
of {fix hares, and as' many dogs, at
o the
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tl‘:l,C'-.,e‘nc_l--of a -courfe, 'Wh'iCh:-h'ad
only begun with one, - '

. I remember this, my wonderful
bitch,. with the fame pleafure and
tendernefs, as a fuperb . Lith uanian
horfe, {Jvhi,.ch_,.no money could have
bought. He became mine by anac-
cident, which gave me an opportu-
nity. of:fhewing my. horfemanthip
to.a greatadvantage. I.was at Count
Przoboftky’s noble country feat in
Lithuania, and remained with the-
ladies at tea, in the drawing room,
while the gentlemen were down in
the yard, to fee a young horfe' of
blood, which was juft arrived from
the ftud. At once we heard a noife

D2 of
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of diftrefs—I haftened down ftairs,
‘and found the horfe fo. unruly that
nobody durft approach or mount
him. The moft refolute horfemen
ftood difmayed and agaft ; defpon-
dency was exprefled in every cotin-
tenance, when. in one leap, 1 was
on his back, frightened bim by
furprize, and worked him quite into
gentlenefs and obedience;: with the
belt difplay of horfemanfhip I was
mafter of. Fully .to fhew this to
the ladies, and f{ave them unneceflary
trouble, I foreed him to leapin at
une of the Open-WindCWS of the tea
rvoom, walked rcund feveral times,
pace, trot, and gallop; and at laft
mgde him mount the tea-table; there

1<
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to repeat -his leflons, in a pretty
ftyle. of miniature, which was ex-
ceedingly pleafing to the ladies, for
he performed them amazingly well,
and - did not break either cup or
faucer: - It put me {o high in the
;o‘pin‘ion\of the ladies, and fo well
in that of the noble lord, that with
his ufual politenefs he begged I
would accept of this young horfe,
and ride him full career to conqueft
and honor, in the campaign againft
the Turks, which was foon to be
opened, under the command of
Count Munich.

I could not indeed have received
a more agreeable prefent, nor a more
D 3 ominous
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ommous ohe at the bpcnmg of that
campalgn, ‘in which*'I -made my
appréniitciﬂnp as afoldier. A horfe
fo gentle, fo {pirited, and fo fierce
—at once a lamb and a Bueephalus,
put thé alwdys in' miad of the fol-
dief’s'and’ the gentleman’s duty, of
ybdng ‘Alexander and of the afto-
nithing things he performed in the

ficld.

VYC took the ficld, among feve-
ral other reafons it feems, with an
intention to retrieve the chara@er
of the Ruflian arms; which had
been blemifhed a little by Czar
Petér’s laft campaign on the Pruth—
and this we fully accomplithed by

{everal
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feveral very fatiguing and glorious
campaigns tunder the command of
that ‘great general I mentioned be-
fore. "'

‘Modefty forbids individuals, to
arrogate to tﬁemfelves great fuccef-
fes or victories, the glosy of which
is generally engroffed by the com-
immander, nay, which is rather ank-
ward, by kings and queens, who
fiever {inelt gun-powder, but at the
field days and -reviews of their
troops, never faw a field of battle
‘or an enemy in battle array.

- Nor do I claim any particular
fhare of glory in the great engage=
ments
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ments with the enemy. We all
dxd our duty, whxch in the patriots,
foldlers, and gentlemans ]anguage,
is a very complehenﬁve word of
great honour, meaning and import,
and of which the generality of idle
~ quidnuncs and coffeezhoufe politi-
" cians, can hardly form any but a
very mean and contemptible idea.
However, having had the command
of a bedy of buzars, I have been on
{everal expeditions, with difcretion-
ary powers 5 and the fuccefs I then
met with, is, I think, fairly, and
only to be put to my account, and
to that of the brave fellows whom
I led to conqueft and to victory.
We had very bot work once in the

vai
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van of the army, when -we drove
the Turks. into. Oczackow, My
fpirited Lithuanian had .almoft
brought me into a fcrape. I had
an advanced forepoft, and faw the
enemy coming againit me in acloud
of duft, which left me rather un-
certain about their actual numbers
and 'real intentions. 'To wrap my-
felf up in a fimilar cloud of duft
was cammon prudence, but would
not have much advanced my know-
ledge, or anfwered the end for
which I had been fent cut. There-
fore I let my flankers on both wings
fpread to the right and left, and
make what duft they could, and I
ayfelt led on firaight upon the ene-

my,



{( 38 )

my, to have a pearer fight of them;
and that I had, gem]emen' for they
frood and fought, till for fear of
my flankers, they began to move off
rather diforderly. This was the
moment to fall upon: tberh with fpi-
rit—We broke them entirely, made
a terrible havock amongft them—s
-and drove them not only back to a
walled town in- their rear, but even
through it, contrary to our moft fan-
guine expetation.

By reafon of the fwiftnefs of my
Lithuanian I had been foremoft in
the purfuit; and feeing the enemy
fairly flying through the oppofite
gate, I thought it would be prudent

to
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to ftop in the market-place to order
the trumpet to rendezvous. I ftopt;
gentlemén, but judge of my afton-
ithment, when in this market-place
I faw neither trumpet nor any living
body of my huzars about me. Are
they fcouring the other fireets ? or
what is become of them ? they could .
not be far off, and muftt, at all
events, foon join me. In that ex-
peQation I walked my panting Li-
thuanian to a fpring in the market-
place, and let him drink. Hedrunk
uncomm_dhly—‘-with an eagernefs
not to be. fatisfied, but natural
enougﬁ, for when I looked round
for my men, what fhould I fee, gen-
tlemen ? the hind part of the poor

creature,
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’creature, croup and ]egs ‘were mif:
fing, as 1f he had been cut in two,
~and thc Water run out as it came in,
wlthout either refre{]nng him" or
doing him any good. How it could
have happened was quite a miftery
to me, till I returned with him to
the town gate. There I faw that
when I ruthed in peace-meal with
the flying enemy, they had dropt the
port_cullis, and unperceived by me,
and the {pirited animal; it-had totally
cut off his hind part, which lay fill
quivering on the outfide of the gat=.
It would have been an irreparable
lofs, had not our farrier contrived
to bring both parts together while
hot. He fowed them up with

{prigs
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fprigs and young fhoots of laurels
that were Juﬁ at hand—-—the wound
healed and what pould not have
happened but 1o {o glonous a horfe,
the fprigs took 1oot in ‘his body,
grew up, and formed a bower over
me, fo that afterwards I could go
uPon many other expedmons in the
fhade of my own and my horfes
laurels.

But gentIemen, for all that I was
not always fuc_ce{"éful I had even
the rmsfortunle to be overpowered
by numbers, to be made prlfonet
of War, and what 1S Worfe, but al-
ways ufual among the Turks, to be
fold for a flave. In that ftate of

E humiliation,
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humlhanon, my ddily taﬂc was not
very hird, “and labouous, but ra-
ther’ ﬁngulal and 1rkfome It was to
duve the Sultan s bces every morn-
tend ‘them all the day long and
againft mght to duve them back to
their hives. ' Orie evenmg I mlﬁ'ed
a bee,’ and foon oblerved that two
bears had fallen upon her, ‘to tear
her to pieces for the honey’ﬂ’nje‘ car-
ried. ‘T had noth1ng Tike'an o en-
five weapon in my hands, but the
filver hatchet, which is the badge
of the Sultan’s gardeners and far-
mers. I threw it at ‘the robbers'
with an intention to frlghten them

away, and fet the poor bee at liberty;
but
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‘but by an unlucky, turn of my arm,
it flew upward—and ﬂew, and flew,
tlll 1t reached the moon. How
fhould I recover it? How fetch it
down aoamf‘ I recollected. that Tur-
key beans grew very qmcl‘%: and run
up to an_aftonithing height. 1
planted one immediately, it grew
and aGually faftened itfelf to one
of 'the' moon’s horns . I had no
more to do now, but to chmb up
by it lnto the moon, where I fafely
arrived. I had a troublefome piece
of work of it, before I could find
my filver hatchet in a place where
every thing has the brightnefs of
ilver. At laft however I found it
in a heap of chaf and chopped ftraw.

E 2 I was
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I was now for returnipg, but alas,
the heat of the fun had dried up my
bean ; it' was totally ufelefs for my
delcent; fo I feli to work, and
twifted me a rope of that chopped
firaw, as long and well as ] could
make it. This I faftened to one of
the moon’s horns, and {lid down
to the end of it. Here 1 held my-
felf faft- with the left hand, and
with the hatchet in my right, I cut
the long, now ufelefs end of the
upper part, which when tied to
the lower end brought me a good
deal lower. However, this repeated
fplicing and tying of the rope did
not improve its quality nor bring
me down to the Sultan’s farms. 1

was.
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was ftill a couple of miles in the
clouds wh'cn it broke, and with
fuch violence I fell to the ground
that I found myfelf ftunned, and in
a hole nine fathoms under grafs,
when I recovered, hardly knowing
how to get out again. There was
no other Way than to go home for
a {pade and to dig me out by {lopes,
which I fortunately accomplifhed,
before I had been fo much as miffed
by the fteward.

Peace was foon after concluded
with the Turks, and it was favour-
able to Ruffia in ipite of French
politics. I recovered my liberty, and
left St. Peterfburgh at the time of

E 3 that



( 46 )

that fingular revolution about forty
years fince, when the emperor in
his cradle, his nmother, the duke of
Branfwick her father, ﬁeld marfhal
Munich, and many others were fent
to Siberia. The wirnter was then
{o uncomunonly fevete all over Eus
rope, that éver fincé the fun feems
to be froft-bitten—At my return to
this place, I felt on the read great-
er inconveriiencies than thofe I had
e"xperienced in my fetting out for
Ruffia. One- effet of the froft
which I then oblerved, is rather an
obje&t for phxlofophlcal {peculation.
1 travelled pof’c day and hight, and
finding my(clf engaged in a narrow
lane, I bid the poftilion give a fig-

' nal
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nal with his horn, that other tra-
_veflérs might not meet or {lop
us ‘in the narrow paflage. He
blew with all his might, but all his
endeavours were in vain. He could
not make the horn fpeak, which, as
he pretended to be a good performer,
was as unaccountable to him, as to
me, and rather unfortunately, for
foon after we found ourfelves in the
prefence of another coach coming
the other way. It was very trouble-
fome for both parties in this horrid
weather, for there was no proceed-
ing eithver‘way, without taking the
carriages to pieces and putting them
together again, paft each other. My
poor poftilion and every body was

| almofl:












